
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 10th  – Sunday 16th May 

 

Monday 

Reading – John Chapter 15, verse 26 – Chapter 16, verse 4 

When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father - the Spirit of truth who 
goes out from the Father - he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have 

been with me from the beginning.  “All this I have told you so that you will not fall 
away. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone 

who kills you will think they are offering a service to God. They will do such things because 
they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so that when their time comes 
you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning 

because I was with you, but now I am going to him who sent me. 

Lord Jesus, we know that you are now back with the Father in Heaven, and that your Holy 
Spirit has come. We thank you that we can rely on your Spirit to help us and guide us 

through our lives. Help us to testify to you and to your Spirit to all that we can, in whatever 
way we can, so that there may be fewer and fewer people who won’t know you in their 

lives, and so that this world may truly become the loving place you created it to be. Amen 

 

Tuesday  

Reading – Luke Chapter 6, verses 46 to the end 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for everyone who comes 
to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are 

like. They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation 
on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because 

it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is 
like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent 

struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

Lord Jesus, help us to always build our houses on you – the ultimate rock. Help us to stand 
firm no matter what is going on around us, and help us to hear your words and put them 

into practice so that we will always be built on the most solid of foundations – the 
foundations set by you, Jesus our Saviour, Amen 

 

Wednesday 

Reading – Colossians Chapter 3, verses 1 to 4 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, because we know you in our lives, we have been raised with 
you. May we always set our minds on things above so that we are always focussing on the 
right things, rather than focussing on earthly things that could distract us from you. Our lives 

are for you, O Christ, so let us now live in the knowledge of that truth so that people will 
recognise you in us, and so come to you themselves. In your name we pray, Amen  



 

 

Thursday – Ascension Day 

Reading – Luke Chapter 24, verses 44 to the end  

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is 
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” When 
he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at 

the temple, praising God. 

Lord God, when your Son was taken up into heaven it sparked great joy for the disciples 
and they continually praised you. On this day when we remember the Ascension, may we 

too be filled with joy, and may that joy come out as continued praise to you. May our 
whole lives be songs of praise to you, as we know that by following you, through your Son 
Jesus, we have all that we need. May we give that certainty to all we meet and talk to, so 

that repentance for the forgiveness of sins may continue to be preached around all 
nations of this world, and so that more and more people may come to you. Amen 

Friday 

Reading – Acts Chapter 2, verses 37 to the end 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off - 
for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he 
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that 

day. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Lord God, when we read this story in Acts, it shows a wonderful time of growth for your 
church. It shows that Peter and your apostles were simply doing your work, and that by 
itself was enough to bring more and more people to you. Lord, we pray for your church 
today. May we too go back to basics and realise that we need to focus our energies on 

simply doing your work, and if we do that, revival will happen because no one will be able 
to deny that you are the only God and that Jesus is your Son. May we be a part of that 
revival and focus our lives on you, so that more and more people may be saved, just as 

happened with Peter and the apostles. Amen 

 



Saturday  

Reading – Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. For the LORD Most High is 
awesome, the great King over all the earth. He subdued nations under us, peoples under 

our feet. He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. God has 
ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. Sing praises to God, 
sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing 

to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. The 
nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the 

earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. 
 

Lord God, even in these strangest of times, may we never forget to praise you. You are 
awesome, and King over all the earth, and worthy of our praise and exaltations. Never let 
us forget that, and always remember that whatever else may be happening, we must sing 

praises to you through our very lives. You are the King of the earth, the Ruler of every 
nation – now may all nations come to you. May all rulers come to you and live to serve 

you through the decisions they make and the things they do. And may we, your people, 
come to you, and praise you with our whole beings, so more and more people may come 

to praise you too. Amen 

Sunday 

Reading – John Chapter 17, verses 6 to 19 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you 

have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that 
you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 

me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to 
me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I 
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 

gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them 
and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 

doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. “I am coming to you now, but I 
say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my 
joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out 

of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as 
I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I 

have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

Lord Jesus, just as you prayed for your disciples, we know that you were also praying for us. 
We are yours and we are your Father’s and for that we are incredibly grateful, and we 

know we wouldn’t want to be anywhere else but with you. Be with us now, and help us to 
spread the joy we feel with and because of you to others, and help us to spread the good 
news of the Holy Spirit to others so that all may be led in your way. We also pray that you 
would protect us from the evil one wherever we are and whatever we may be doing, so 
we can always be your children and can always belong to you and our Heavenly Father, 

now and always, Amen 


